Positive Confession Movement

“Name It, Claim It”

This is at the heart of the Positive Confession movement today,
also known as the "name-it-and-claim-it" gospel. The Positive
Confession movement is nothing but a charismatic form of
Christian Science. This can be substantiated by simply comparing
the similarities in their common beliefs. Positive Confession is
basically warmed-over New Thought dressed in
evangelical/charismatic language. Positive Confession's basic
beliefs can be summarized as follows:

1. Faith is a force that both God and man can use: "Faith is a
force just like electricity or gravity" (Copeland), and it is the
substance out of which God creates whatever is (Capps). God uses
faith, and so may we, in exactly the same way in order to produce
the same results through obedience to the same "laws of faith"
(Capps) that God applied in creation. "You have the same ability
[as God has] dwelling or residing on the inside of you" (Capps).
"We have all the capabilities of God. We have His faith"
(Copeland).2. Faith's force is released by speaking words:
"Words are the most powerful thing in the universe" because they
"are containers" that "carry faith or fear and they produce after
their kind" (Capps). God operates by these very same laws. "God
had faith in His own words ... God had faith in His faith, because
He spoke words of faith and they came to pass. That faith force
was transported by words ... the God-kind-of-faith ... is released by
the words of your mouth" (Hagin). "Creative power was in God's
mouth. It is in your mouth also" (Capps).3. Man is a "little god"
in God's class: "Man was designed or created by God to be the
god of this world" (Tilton, Hagin, Capps). "Adam was the god of
this world ... [but he] sold out to Satan, and Satan became the god
of this world" (Hagin). "We were created to be gods over the earth,
but remember to spell it with a little 'g'" (Tilton, Hagin, Capps).
"Adam was created in God's class ... to rule as a god ... by speaking
words" (Copeland). "Man was created in the God class ... We are a
class of gods ... God himself spawned us from His innermost being
... We are in God; so that makes us part of God (2 Cor 5:17)"



(Copeland).4. Anyone -- occultist or Christian -- can use the
faith force: Because man is a little god "in God's class: very
capable of operating on the same level of faith as God" (Capps),
and "because all men are spirit beings" (Hagin), therefore anyone,
whether Christian or pagan, can release this "faith force" by
speaking words if he only believes in his words as God believes in
His (Hagin). "God is a faith God. God releases His faith in Words,
[and we must do the same:] ... Everything you say [positive or
negative] will come to pass" (Capps). "Spiritual things are created
by WORDS. Even natural, physical things are created by
WORDS" (Hagin).5. You get what you confess: The vital key is
confessing, or speaking aloud, and thereby, releasing the force of
faith. "You get what you say" (Hagin, Hunter). "Only by mouth
confession can faith power be released, allowing tremendous
things to happen” (Cho). "Remember, the key to receiving the
desires of your heart is to make the Words of your mouth agree
with what you want" (Copeland). "Whatever comes out of your
mouth shall be produced in your life" (Tilton). "They're [his two
children] 30-some years of age today, and I don't believe I prayed
more than half a dozen times for both of them in all these years.
Why? Because you can have what you say -- and I had already said
it!" (Hagin).6. Never make a negative confession: The tongue
"can kill you, or it can release the life of God within you ...
whether you believe right or wrong, it is still the law" (Capps).
There is power in "the evil fourth dimension" (Cho). If you confess
sickness you get it, if you confess health you get it; whatever you
say you get" (Hagin). "Faith is as a seed ... you plant it by speaking
it" (Capps). "The spoken word ... releases power -- power for good
or power for evil" (Bashan). Therefore, it is very important never
to speak anything negative but only to make a positive confession -
- hence the name of the Positive Confession movement.

- Positive Confession leaders have a wrong view of faith:
Instead of trust in God as its object, it is a metaphysical force
they trust. They have a wrong view of God: He is not sufficient
in Himself, but can only do what He does by using this universal
faith-force in obedience to certain cosmic laws. They have a wrong
view of man: He is a little god in God's class who has the same
powers as God and can use the same force of faith by obedience to
the same laws that God also must obey. They also have a wrong




view of redemption and the cross of Christ. - Word-Faith teachers
owe their ancestry to groups like Christian Science,
Swedenborgianism, Theosophy, Science of Mind, and New
Thought -- not to classical Pentecostalism. It reveals that at their
very core, Word-Faith teachings are corrupt. Their undeniable
derivation is cultish, not Christian. The sad truth is that the gospel
proclaimed by the Word-Faith movement is not the gospel of the
New Testament. Word-Faith doctrine is a mongrel system, a blend
of mysticism, dualism, and gnosticism that borrows generously
from the teachings of the metaphysical cults. The Word-Faith
movement may be the most dangerous false system that has grown
out of the charismatic movement so far, because so many
charismatics are unsure of the finality of Scripture (Charismatic
Chaos, p.290).- Linked to the Positive Confession movement is
the concept of Positive Mental Attitude (PMA). PMA has become
the major link between sorcery and Christianity. It is the human
potential movement that incorporates the age old Eastern mystique
that all men can acquire godhood, that "we can achieve anything
we conceive." But the Bible says: "With God all things are
possible." PMA, however, declares: "With man all things are
possible," which means either that we do not need God or that we
are God. Paul said, "I can do all things through Him [Christ] who
strengthens me." The New Age/PMA "Christ" is a state of
consciousness rather than a historic Person. The Christian has a
positive attitude not because he believes in the power of
positive thinking, but because he is trusting in God. The PMA
that is promoted in today's New Age, however, is based upon
humanistic psychology's first article of faith: "Human potential is
infinite!" The real Christian is happy and positive in all
circumstances because he believes that God, who alone is infinite,
loves and cares for him. These two concepts -- Christian and PMA
-- are mutually contradictory, in spite of the sincere people who
believe they are the same thing expressed in different language .-
Those directly responsible for bringing PMA into the professing
church are Norman Vincent Peale and Robert Schuller. Napoleon
Hill and W. Clement Stone, the originators or the PMA concept,
talk about "God" in their books, but their "God" is a metaphysical
"Divine Power" that can be tapped into through mind-power
techniques (from visualization to positive self-talk and other forms
of self-hypnosis and self-image psychology). Hill and Stone don't



substitute PMA for faith, but promote an even more dangerous
idea: that PMA and faith are one and the same, that believing in
the power of the mind is somehow the same as believing in God;
that the human mind is some kind of magic talisman that wields a
metaphysical force with infinite potential because, somehow, it is
part of what they call Infinite Intelligence. This is the "God" of the
mind-science culture

Note: There are many faithful believers who live modestly and
will never have more than the basic necessities of life. Yet they
are content to have what they have. The prosperity teachers
ridicule such and say that they only have that little because
they don't trust God for more; the fact of their contentment
(which is highly regarded by God) is looked upon as a lack of
faith. And they are chastised because they haven't got the faith
to get more so they can give more. Ultimately, the giving is
expected to go into the coffers of the prosperity teacher; they
may give to others, but not apart from also giving to the
prosperity teacher.All the prosperity teachers use a particular
fear tactic to establish their rule for giving -- if you don't give,
God will curse you. Many also teach that if one wishes to use
the prosperity gospel for selfish ends -- to acquire personal
wealth without giving -- it isn't going to work. If, however, one
uses the prosperity gospel with the intention of acquiring wealth
for unselfish purposes (i.e., giving to the prosperity teacher, no
doubt), God's promise is that He will shower abundant financial
blessings upon him. There is not a single prosperity teacher who
can rightly divide the Word of Truth sufficiently to be qualified as
a teacher in the Church. They are renegades who present their own
theories as absolute, Biblical authority. They allegorize, theorize,
and spiritualize the Word of God; the only time they approach it
from a literal standpoint is if it fits in with something they just
happen to be saying that's true. Bottom line, the fact is that to deny
the reality and to attempt to alter reality with one's positive words
and/or thoughts is witchcraft; it is not Biblical. (Source: Media
Spotlight -- v.13,#1,12/92.)



